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FARM A N D H O M E 
ROSES - the ideal garden flower 
THE popularity of roses is increasing year by year and there is no need for any comment 
on the virtues of these flowers. 
Apart from isolated areas right on the 
coast and similar extremely windy loca-
tions, roses can be grown with confidence, 
and you will be rewarded (with a little 
care), with a wealth of choice blooms. 
Roses may be planted singly in the 
shrubbery, or as a border perhaps of one 
colour, and of course in a bed by them-
selves which is the popular practice. 
Apart from a border of annuals it is 
recommended that other plants, especially 
perennials, should not be planted in a bed 
of roses. Standard roses look most attrac-
tive planted here and there in the 
shrubbery and they make a lovely specimen 
in a pot or tub on a sunny patio. 
The climbers and ramblers are ideal 
planted on the sunny side of an ugly fence 
or to cover an archway. 
Beginners should look well ahead in 
choosing the site for a rose bed. It should 
be an open sunny position but not exposed 
to strong winds, especially in the spring. If 
you want to plant against the house it is 
suggested that the north or east side is 
better than the west side or the south side 
which is generally shaded and cold. 
Preparing the Rose Bed 
March is the ideal month to excavate 
the bed or border where you want to plant. 
The bed should be dug 2 ft. to 2 ft. 6 in. 
deep. 
Keep the top soil or sand separate and 
with this mix in equal parts of good fibrous 
loam and animal manure. Well decayed 
compost, if it is available, could take the 
place of the animal manure. A commercial 
compost accelerator can be used on lawn 
clippings, kitchen greens, etc., to provide 
a
 good decayed compost in a couple of 
weeks. 
Fill the bed six to nine inches above the 
surrounding ground as it will subside. You 
will probably find it easier to mix the filling 
for the bed on the ground nearby, or if 
you can hire or borrow a concrete mixer, 
so much the easier. 
You should order your roses in March for 
delivery during the planting months of June, 
July or August. 
Care of Young Roses 
When your roses arrive for planting 
there are several important facts you 
you should keep in mind. 
The roses are usually lifted the day 
before despatch and packed in a special 
material to keep the roots moist. If the 
roots seem dry, stand the roses in a bucket 
of water for an hour or so before planting. 
If for some reason you cannot plant the 
roses right away, "heel" them side by side 
temporarily in a trench. With regular 
watering they could stay there for a week 
or two until you are ready to plant them 
out. However it is better that they go into 
their permanent positions with the least 
possible delay. 
If there are any signs of shrivelling of 
the bark due to long delays in transit or 
any other causes, stand the roses in a 
bucket of water overnight. They should 
then be laid in a trench and covered with 
two or three inches of soil. Water them 
thoroughly and leave them there for two 
or three days, then lift and heel them in 
a shaded position away from draughts so 
they will recover. The process may have 
to be repeated if the shrivelling can still 
be seen after this treatment. 
Pruning 
Some roses are not pruned but only 
trimmed before they are despatched. 
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Heavy pruning is desirable at the time of 
planting and roses can even be pruned 
back to two or three eyes (leaf terminals). 
With less growth to carry, the young roses 
will recover rapidly and flower just as 
quickly. 
Planting 
Bush roses should be planted three feet 
apart to allow room for cultivation, spray-
ing and picking the blooms. 
When planting take out 18-inch squares 
of soil deep enough to take the roots of 
the rose. Place some sand or manure-
free soil in the bottom and make a mound 
over which the roots can spread, then fill 
in with manure-free soil. 
You should plant the roses a little 
deeper than they were planted in the 
nursery—that is with the union or bud 
about two inches above the surface of the 
rose bed. Standard roses are best planted 
about eight inches deep. 
The provision of a stake for each rose, 
especially standards is advisable and then 
tread the soil down firmly. Make a saucer 
of soil around each rose and thoroughly 
water in. 
Remember that roses are most likely to 
die from lack of water during the first few 
months till they are well established. 
Forcing fertilisers should not oe used 
until the roses are in full leaf and even 
then these fertilisers should be used 
cautiously. 
Insect Pests and Diseases 
Roses are attacked by several diseases 
most of which are easier to prevent than 
to cure. 
Powdery mildew attacks the roses dur-
ing the moist spring weather, at odd times 
during the summer and again in the 
autumn and gives the leaves a frosted 
appearance. 
Several commercial sprays are available 
for combating this disease. 
Black spot on roses should also be 
watched for during these seasons and 
treated with commercial sprays. 
When the first tight buds appears in the 
spring, regular dusting or spraying with 
DDT is advisable to stop thrips entering 
and damaging the blooms. Sucking insects 
such as aphids and red spider can be 
controlled effectively with systemic sprays 
which also give an immunity for several 
weeks after. 
SALE OF TURKEYS FROM MURESK 
A SUPPLY of Broad Breasted Bronze turkeys of a suitable age for breeding, (8 to 11 months) 
are available from the Muresk Agricultural College. 
The birds have been specially selected for early laying and early maturity and would be 
ready for April mating. They have been vaccinated against fowl pox and also pullorum tested. 
Thirty-five females and 50 males are available at £4 As. and £8 8s. each respectively. 
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